
COMMANDER JOHN J. SHEA, FA ASSEMBLY #729  1ST NEW YORK DISTRICT 

VOLUME: LXIV – ISSUE: 2 AUGUST 2024 PAGE 1 OF 7 

THE COMMANDER'S LOG 
FOURTH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

VOLUME: LXIV – ISSUE: 2 

DATE: AUGUST - 2024 

https://www.sheaassembly729.com/ (sirknight) 

OFFICERS 

Navigator Jerry Ferrara 631-806-3830 

 ELVISJF4@VERIZON.NET 

Captain Thomas Romano 631-849-1867 

 TOMONLI@AOL.COM 

Pilot Anthony Martelli 631-471-0023 

 TELLI6402011@GMAIL.COM 

Admiral Curtis Bonavoglia 631-648-8332

 BONDKOC@AOL.COM 

Comptroller Ernie La Fontaine 516-526-5710

 LAFONT58@VERIZON.NET 

Purser Michael Bowler 631-402-2341 

 BOWLERM26@YAHOO.COM 

Scribe Christopher Beattie1 516-449-7400 

 TZOR2001@YAHOO.COM 

I. Sentinel Clay Colefield 631-375-4534 

 ENVIROPERMITS@YAHOO.COM  

O. Sentinel Mario Russo 631-312-7402 

 RUSSOM19@GMAIL.COM 

Trustee 3 Yr. Robert Elliott 631-588-2919 

 RELLIOTTKOFC@GMAIL.COM 

Trustee 2 Yr. Richard Frazita 516-241-8717 

 RFRAZITA.RF@GMAIL.COM 

Trustee 1 Yr. Vincenzo Lettieri 631-790-1205 

 VINNYKOC@HOTMAIL.COM 

Commander Mike Tully 631-862-6931 

 TULLFAM70@GMAIL.COM 

Friar Fr. Rudy Pesongco 631-588-7689 

S. Advisor Deacon Montford Naylor Jr. 631-744-6447 

Patron Robert Bienemann 631-724-1882 

Webmaster Mike Graziano  

MEETING LOCATIONS2 

Date Council Name Council # 

9/25/2024 Queen of All Hearts 4126 

10/23/2024 St. Laurence  2458 

11/20/20243 Southampton 1967 

1/22/2025   

2/26/2025   

3/26/2025 Kavanaugh 5293 

4/23/2025   

5/28/20254 S. Thomas More 6062 

6/25/2025 Ss. Philip & James 12839 

 
1 Also, the editor for the Commander’s Log 
2 No meeting in July and December; Installation of Officers in 

August. 

COUNCIL CONTACT LIST 

# COUNCIL NAME PHONE 

584 Sag Harbor Thomas C. Re 631-488-0067 

725 Patchogue Vincent Lettieri 631-758-7960 

821 Fr. Seyfried Bob Bienemann 631-724-1882 

928 Immaculate Conception Bob Fisher 631-486-2098 

1967 Southampton   

1992 Joan of Arc John G. McKenna 631-928-3437 

2458 St. Lawrence Michael J Bowler 631-402-2341 

3852 Marian James J. O'Malley 908-447-6429 

3958 Holy Mother Mary Michael Lane 516-312-1707 

4126 Queen of All Hearts Mike Lankau 631-909-1249 

4651 St. Regis Robert Koepper 516-330-8333 

5293 Kavanaugh Frank DeNatale 631-902-2017 

5814 Saint Jude Albert O’Neill 631-327-2968 

5817 Fr. Crowley Christopher Beattie 631-929-6499 

6062 St. Thomas More Walter Cullin 631-672-6319 

6607 Sunrise Tony Martelli 631-471-0023 

6844 St. Sylvester Odel Panton 631-654-8570 

7006 St. Gerard Majella Thomas Evans 631-678-1273 

7023 Hampton Bays Joseph Raimo 631-594-1016 

7262 Heart of the Island John Strange 631-698-6377 

7278 Mother Cabrini Peter Menga. 631-205-1159 

7423 Fr. Slomski Phil DeBrita 516-818-3300 

8607 Good Shepherd Francis Amendola 631-943-7291 

11416 Blessed Sacrament Frank Sabella 516-768-3406 

11871 Resurrection  Julius Panetta 631-696-6749 

11950 Our Lady of the Pines Forrest Lewandowski 631-873-7833 

12006 Blessed Theresa Mike Mullen 631-444-0063 

12839 Ss. Philip & James Mike Tully 631-862-6931 

12993 St. Joseph the Worker Robert Metz 631-949-0048 

13588 Donald J. Burns Clay Colefield 631-375-4534 

15446 Shrine of St Jude Vincent J. Nasta 631-281-3058 

17159 St. Elizabeth A.S. Patrick O'Reilly 631-416-2029 

USPS MAILING ADDRESSES 

Comptroller 

Ernie La Fontaine 

25 Dogwood Rd. 

Kings Park, NY 11754 

Navigator 

Jerry Ferrara 

104 Lincoln Blvd. 

Hauppauge, NY 117788 

  

3 November meeting moved due to Thanksgiving. 
4 Assembly elections are in May. 
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MEETING INFORMATION 

NO MEETING: Installation of Officers is on 

Wednesday, August 28th St. Thomas More Church 115 

Kings Hwy Hauppauge starting at 7:30 PM. 

HONOR GUARD TURNOUTS 

The Honor Guard is always ready to assist at your 

council functions (and for the wakes of Sir Brother 

Knights). For events other than wakes, the Faithful 

Navigator needs to have information in writing (or 

email) at least two weeks days prior to the event. If this 

involves the church, we also need acknowledgement 

from the pastor that he approves as well. 

NAVIGATOR’S REPORT 

 To all my brother Sir Knights: 

Well, here we are in early August 

and where did JULY go? Since 

early July your Honor Guard has 

had a break. June was a busy 

month, and August could be the 

same. As your navigator, I am 

trying to keep you well-informed of 

things and will continue that policy.  

On Wednesday, August 28th there will be an 

installation of assembly officers. This will take place 

at St. Thomas More Church 115 Kings Hwy 

Hauppauge. The installation will start at 7:30 pm. It is 

hosted by St. Thomas More Monsignor Mudura 

Council #6062. 

Upcoming events. In September your Honor Guard 

will participate in at least 2 callouts as of the date of 

this log. We could have many more dates and times to 

announce.  

By now you should all know about our Christmas 

party and if you did not see my email back in July you 

will see the flyer in this month’s log. As you may also 

remember I had said that we are working on a new web 

page it may even be up and running by the time you 

receive this month's log. We will include instructions 

on how to access the page. 

Also, it may be early but, the 4th Degree will be 

celebrating its 125th anniversary this coming year. In 

February, there will be an exemplification bringing 

new members into the order at a very special place. 

The place is ST. PATRICS CATHEDRAL IN NEW 

YORK CITY. That should be a hoot and howler for 

sure. More information will be forthcoming.   

One more reminder if you would like to join the Honor 

Guard now is the time. We have been notified by 

Supreme starting on September 1 the cost of the 

uniform will be going up.  

Jerry Ferrara 

Faithful Navigator 

CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

My brother Sir Knights: Worthy 

Grand Knights please let me know 

of any brother who flies our flag 

24/7 with a light on it and also if a 

brother in your council has done 

anything extraordinary, I would 

like to know so I can publish it. In 

the next couple of weeks, we 

should have a New Master. 

This month’s meeting – August 28 will be our 

Installation of the new Assembly Officers for the 

upcoming Columbian year. Our September meeting 

will be at Queen of All Hearts in Center Moriches. 

If you have a flag, Please fly it proudly and if you’re a 

past serviceman a green light should be on in the front 

of your home.  Hope to see you all at the Installation 

on August 28 at St. Thomas More Council. 

COMMANDER’S REPORT 

Wow! It’s already August. Where has the summer 

gone? Parents and children are anticipating the start of 

school, while some of us are getting ready for the 

football season. I remember those preseason practice 

so well. The players and the coaches were practically 

the only people on campus. We ate, lived, and breathed 

football 24 hours a day for two weeks. All of us were 

working together for a common goal, the opening of 

the season. Those were good times. The Knights aren’t 

that much different; all of us work together for a 

common goal. Think how much we can accomplish. 

The Church has two important feast days in August. 

On August 6th we celebrate the Feast of the 

Transfiguration. Jesus, Peter, James, and John went up 

the mountain to pray, when Jesus was transformed, 

and a voice came down from above proclaiming Jesus 

as his son. The apostles still didn’t understand the 
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difference between the Kingdom of God and an 

earthly kingdom. They would understand soon 

enough. In his homily several years ago, Father Leo 

suggested that a second Transfiguration occurred on 

Calvary. This was a different form of Transfiguration, 

without the shining lights and voice from heaven, but 

a Transfiguration, nonetheless. The Feast of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 

15th is a Holy Day of Obligation when we celebrate 

Mary’s assumption into Heaven, body and soul. Check 

your parish’s mass schedule for this important feast 

day. 

We have two important Color Corps events this 

month. On August 13th
,
 the Master of the 1st New York 

District called a regimental turnout for a mass and 

dedication of the statue of Blessed Michael 

McGivney. The 7:00 PM mass will be at the co-

Cathedral of St. Joseph, 856 Pacific Street in 

Brooklyn. Turnout time is 6:30. Parking can be 

difficult. If you plan to attend, I suggest you carpool 

and arrive early. 

The second event is the installation of assembly 

officers for the Commander Shea Assembly. All 

members of the CDR. Shea Color Corps should make 

every effort to attend, in uniform, with swords. The 

installation will be at St. Thomas More Church, 115 

Kings Highway in Hauppauge. The installation starts 

at 7:00 PM with a repast to follow. All Knights, wives, 

and friends are invited. 

There will be no Color Corps drill in August. The next 

drill is September 26th at the American Legion Hall, 

95 Lake Avenue in St. James, 6:30 to 7:30 PM. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Michael Tully 

Master of the 4th Degree| 

1st New York District 

St. Isaac Jogues Province 

SCRIBE/EDITOR’S REPORT 

I saw an interesting article (which I 

was notified of by email) in the 

publication The Catholic Thing 

(founded in 2008) called “The 

Catholic Bogeyman” (link to the 

article and the Wikipedia page 

cited in the article will be at the end 

of this report) and I figured that it 

would make a good August topic to 

write about, especially in light of 

the recent sacrilege that was a part 

of the opening ceremonies in Paris. 

Despite the proud and noble history of Catholic men 

in the United States (and if you have forgotten, I 

encourage you to attend a fourth-degree 

exemplification, hopefully the next master will 

continue the notion of having one centrally located in 

Suffolk County) both laws and attitudes against 

Catholics were commonplace since colonial times. 

The Catholic colony of Maryland established the 

Maryland Toleration Act, granting religious freedom 

to all. However, under Protestant control in 1655, that 

act was repealed and outlawing Catholics. Then in 

1692, Maryland established the Church of England as 

their official church. Wikipedia states that it, “forced 

Catholics to pay heavy taxes towards its support. They 

were cut off from all participation in politics and 

additional laws were introduced that outlawed the 

Mass, the church's sacraments, and Catholic schools.” 

Even during the Revolutionary War, with Catholics 

fighting for the nation’s independence, various states 

still maintained their anti-Catholic stance. In the 

article from The Catholic Thing it states, “Anti-

Catholicism continued after the Revolutionary War, 

though Catholics fought alongside Washington. 

Priests were allowed to cross the Potomac River and 

celebrate Sunday Mass in Saint Mary’s Church in 

Alexandria. But Virginia law prevented them from 

spending the night.” 

Even after the ratification of the Constitution with the 

First Amendment the problem took decades to allow 

religious freedom for Catholics because the 

amendment originally only applied to the Federal 

government (this would change after the Civil War). 

The burning of churches and convents in various cities 
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was commonplace. In 1834, a mob set fire to an 

Ursuline convent in Charlestown, Massachusetts. In 

1844 anti-Catholic rioters in Philadelphia torched 

churches. 

And while it is not illegal for faithful Catholics to 

receive the sacraments or for Catholic churches to be 

burned to the ground, such attitudes continue to this 

day. One only must peruse the posts of X (formerly 

Twitter) to see the hatred of some towards the Catholic 

Church. 

I realize that this may sound like a depressing article, 

but I think the opposite should be the case. We should 

rejoice that we suffer for the sake of the Church. (Acts 

5:41 “So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, 

rejoicing that they had been found worthy to suffer 

dishonor for the sake of the name.”) 

Links: The Catholic Bogeyman  

Wikipedia: Anti-Catholicism in the United States 

Christopher Beattie 

Scribe 

THE WORLDWIDE ASSEMBLY WEBPAGE 

The new webpage is up and running. The address to 

this page can be found on the masthead (that’s the top 

of the first page for you non publishing people). We 

also have a member’s only page that will have links to 

previous issues of the log, as well as other important 

stuff. The password to that will also be on the 

masthead “sirknight” all lower case and one word. 

 

HISTORICAL DATES IN AUGUST 

August 1, 1838 - Slavery was abolished in Jamaica. It 

had been introduced by Spanish settlers 300 years 

earlier in 1509. 

August 1, 1944 - Anne Frank penned her last entry 

into her diary. "[I] keep on trying to find a way of 

becoming what I would like to be, and what I could be, 

if...there weren't any other people living in the world." 

Three days later, Anne and her family were arrested 

and sent to Nazi concentration camps. Anne died at 

Bergen-Belsen concentration camp on March 15, 

1945, at age 15. 

August 2, 1776 - In Philadelphia, most of the 55 

members of the Continental Congress signed the 

parchment copy of the Declaration of Independence. 

August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus set sail from 

Palos, Spain, with three ships, Nina, Pinta and Santa 

Maria. Seeking a westerly route to the Far East, he 

instead landed on October 12th in the Bahamas, 

thinking it was an outlying Japanese island. 

August 5, 1861 - President Abraham Lincoln signed 

into law the first Federal income tax, a 3 percent tax 

on incomes over $800, as an emergency wartime 

measure during the Civil War. However, the tax was 

never actually put into effect. 

August 6-10, 1787 - The Great Debate occurred 

during the Constitutional Convention. Outcomes 

included the establishment of a four-year term of 

office for the President, granting Congress the right to 

regulate foreign trade and interstate commerce, and 

the appointment of a committee to prepare a final draft 

of the Constitution. 

August 9, 1945 - The second Atomic bombing of 

Japan occurred as an American B-29 bomber headed 

for the city of Kokura, but because of poor visibility 

then chose a secondary target, Nagasaki. About noon, 

the bomb detonated killing an estimated 70,000 

persons and destroying about half the city. 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/august.htm 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2024/08/04/the-catholic-bogeyman/?mc_cid=f14262e1e2&mc_eid=3b2cf9b586
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Catholicism_in_the_United_States
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/decindep.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/ww2-pix/abomb.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/ww2-pix/abomb2.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/august.htm
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   COMMANDER JOHN J. SHEA ASSEMBLY #729 

   ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

      SUNDAY DECEMBER 15, 2:30-5:30 PM    

          HOLBROOK COUNTRY CLUB 

    700 PATCHOGUE RD, HOLBROOK NY  

                 $55 PER PERSON 

  DINNER DESSERT-SODA COFFE TEA  

              CASH BAR AVAILABLE  

   D.J. ANZ WITH MUSIC TO DANCE TO  

   RAFFLE PRIZES WINE, GIFT CARDS 

               RAFFLE TICKETS 

          $10 EACH OR 3 FOR $20 

 
            FOR TICKET INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

                   ERNIE LA FONTAINE 516 526-5710 
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